
Di rec tions to the Pre serve:

The Clyde Shep herd Na ture Pre serve is a 28-acre wildlife sanc tu ary
with the en trance lo cated on Pine Bluff Drive in Decatur. Take
Medlock Road to Medlock School and turn right onto Wood Trail
Lane. Con tinue past the stop sign at Har ring ton Drive. The en trance
to the Pre serve is one block straight ahead.

Visit the Nature Preserve

President’s Message

As the weather gets cooler and the autumn leaves begin to fall, a visit to Clyde Shep herd 
Nature Pre serve (CSNP) offers a great fam ily out ing. Liv ing in the neigh bor hood, I enjoy
eve ning walks nearly every day, no mat ter what time of year. With the change of sea -
son, vol un teer ing to help mulch trails, remove inva sive plants, and work on spe cial
pro jects at CSNP becomes even more enjoy able. Our monthly work days are also a won -
der ful oppor tu nity to meet your neigh bors, make new friends, and help improve both
your com mu nity and the environment.

We’re always look ing for vol un teers to help on our work days, with spe cial events, and in 
many other areas. For the upcom ing Har vest Fes ti val on Sat ur day, Novem ber 8, from 4-8 p.m., we’ll need vol -
un teers to help set up, serve food, man age chil dren’s crafts, and clean up. Please con tact us as soon as pos si ble
if you’re interested.

CSNP is a vol un teer-run, 501(c)(3) orga ni za tion that depends on com mu nity sup port both in time and dol lars.
Please join us by con trib ut ing a few hours of your time to help pre serve this beau ti ful neigh bor hood trea sure,
and don’t for get to make a tax-deduct ible con tri bu tion by the end of the year.

Thank you!
Madeline Reamy
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Visit our website: cshepherdpreserve.org

Curious About Crit ters:
Insect Tour Review
on September 27.
Photos by Edward
Kujawski.
See article on p. 2.

Ninth Annual Harvest Celebration, Saturday November 8 2008, 4-8 p.m.

Take your mind off the hard times and come enjoy the sights and sounds of nature on an autumn eve ning at Clyde Shep -
herd Nature Pre serve’s ninth annual Har vest Cel e bra tion on Sat ur day, Novem ber 8, from 4-8 p.m. Come bring the fam ily to 
enjoy music, crafts, nature walks, and a warm camp fire with your neigh bors. Guests are invited to bring a pic nic
din ner this year and CSNP will pro vide the marsh mal lows, hot choc o late and other soft drinks,
and light snacks. Chil dren can hunt for pump kins and cre ate crafts to take home. The Beans, a pop u lar Decatur
ensem ble con sist ing of Atlanta acous tic scene vet er ans Cyndi Cra ven, Allison Adams, and Billy Gewin, will per form. Their
rep er toire includes orig i nals by band mem bers and a fun assort ment of cover songs rang ing from Tin Pan Alley tunes to
clas sic pop. Locally grown pro duce will be avail able for sale. Chris Beck will again dem on strate his won der ful home com -
post ing sys tem. A dona tion of $3 to sup port our programs at the nature preserve is suggested. 

Dave But ler

Where Have the Beavers Gone?

Peo ple often ask where the bea vers and other aquatic wild life go when the pond dries up as it does almost every year. Since our pond
was con structed to hold storm water and was not meant as a per ma nent lake, it func tions more as wetlands that are flooded dur ing
the wet months. Fish are car ried in from the stream as the creek over flows its banks and other wild life such as frogs, cray fish, and
aquatic insects like drag on flies col o nize the wet envi ron ment. The bea vers rebuild their den and come out at dusk to cut maples and
river birch for food and build ing mate ri als. River otters, tur tles, ducks, and musk rats all take advan tage of the pond for food, shel ter,
and to raise their young. 

When the pond again dries up in the sum mer, the bea vers move back to the creek and bur row into the
bank for shel ter or build other dens else where in the water shed. Ani mals that can fly, crawl, or hop away 
also go back to the stream. Fish, tad poles, and insect lar vae that can’t get back to the stream die as the
pond waters recede. One ben e fit of the shrink ing pond to birds like the Blue Heron and King fisher is that
the fish are con gre gated in a smaller area and the birds have a feast. 

In this way, our wet land is sim i lar to the great Pantanal in Brazil and other vast wetlands around the
globe that pro vide a highly pro duc tive but tem po rary home for thou sands of spe cies of ani mals and show 
us why the pro tec tion of wetlands is so impor tant to life on earth. 

Dave But ler Photo by Henry Ohme



Clyde Shepherd Preserve Upcoming Workdays

Please join us to help remove non na tive inva sive plants, mulch trails, develop
gar dens, and in the pro cess make new friends. All are wel -
come! Please note that chil dren must be accom pa nied and
super vised by an adult.

Sat ur day, Novem ber 8, 9-12, Har vest Fes ti val prep a ra tions

Sat ur day, Decem ber 7, 1-4

Sat ur day, Jan u ary 19, 9-1,
MLK Ser vice Day

Sunday, Feb ru ary 8, 1-4

Sat ur day, March 7, 9-12

Sunday, April 5, 9-12

Sat ur day, May 2, 9-12

Sunday, June 7, 9-12

SupporterApplication

Spon sors of this News let ter
Thanks for your sup port!

Keller Wil liams Re alty
404-370-1175

Spon sor ships

We in vite your busi ness or or ga ni za tion to spon sor
events in the fu ture. For more in for ma tion call
404-728-1411,  email
 info@cshepherdpreserve.org, or visit our web site 
at http://www.cshepherdpreserve.org.

Curious About Critters: Insect Tour Review

CSNP offered a pop u lar fam ily pro gram on Sat ur day, Sep tem ber 27 — Curi ous 
About Crit ters: Insect Tour. This was the first time the pro gram has been
offered since 2005, and it always draws large
crowds.

Led by Dr. Fred Sherberger, a retired ento mol o gist
from Fern bank Sci ence Cen ter, more than 25 chil -
dren and their par ents enjoyed dis cov er ing a wide
range of insects in this catch and release, hands-on
pro gram. They joy fully fol lowed the “Pied Piper”
leader for nearly two hours, stop ping many times
along the trails and march ing out into the Bea ver
Pond area, now com pletely dry and high with grasses. Among insects, grass hop -
pers were abun dant, as were bees, cica das and ants. There were also many
spi ders. At the end of the trip, all the “crit ters” col lected were released to
continue their lives.

Thank you to all who joined us for this fun event. Watch for upcom ing infor ma -
tion on future Curi ous About Crit ters pro grams and mark your 
cal en dar now for Sat ur day, May 2, for a Curi ous About Crit -
ters adven ture with rep tiles and amphibians.

Madeline Reamy

pho tos by Hank Ohme

Hot to Trot Run at CSNP

On August 2, the Geor gia Ultrarunning & Trailrunning
Soci ety (GUTS) staged the 8th annual Hot to Trot 8 Hour
Run at CSNP. Begin ning at 8:00 a.m., 48 run ners ran a
1.12 mile route, loop ing around the Bea ver Pond each
time, attempt ing to run as many miles as pos si ble in eight 
hours. Race direc tor Sarah Tynes focused on run ner safety,
set ting up tables at the pic nic area where they could get
snacks and drinks through -
out the day. Run ners
donated $400 to the pre -
serve and raved about its
beauty. GUTS hopes to
return to CSNP for the 2009 
race. More infor ma tion
about the race and GUTS
can be found at
www.getguts.com.

Sa rah Tynes

Georgia State Students at CSNP

For the past three years, Fran Rundlett, pro fes sor of plant biol ogy at Geor gia State Uni ver sity, has taken her 
plant biol ogy stu dents on field trips to the Clyde Shep herd Nature Pre serve.

It’s a fan tas tic place to illus trate the unit she teaches on var i ous plant com mu ni ties and how they’re influ -
enced by var i ous regimes of water and avail able light. The stu dents take notes to char ac ter ize the wet land
meadow (which may or may not have stand ing water), the mature pine for est, the upland hard wood for est, 
and the for ested wet land. They also take note of which spe cies are regen er at ing in those areas, and they
con duct a basic exer cise in measuring stand biomass.

Pro fes sor Rundlett pro vides each stu dent with a copy of Native Trees of Geor gia, cour tesy of the Geor gia
For estry Com mis sion, which gives them a good chance to work on their tree iden ti fi ca tion skills. Finally,
they observe the impact of inva sive spe cies, and the dif fi culty of man ag ing an in-town preserve. 

The stu dents are pri mar ily biol ogy majors inter ested in med i cal careers, so this is often the first oppor tu nity
they have to do field work. After this expe ri ence, they become curi ous about the nat u ral envi ron ment and
are cer tainly better-informed cit i zens about man ag ing Geor gia’s nat u ral areas. They love it!

And the plant biol ogy class isn’t the only one that ben e fits from CSNP. Pro fes sor Robbie Smith, who teaches 
ecol ogy, also takes his stu dents to the pre serve and has estab lished per ma nent mon i tor ing plots.

Fran Rundlett

Supporter Application

If you would like to be come a sup porter or if you al ready are a sup port ing mem ber of the Clyde Shep -
herd Preserve, please con sider a tax de duct ible do na tion. We are a 501(c)(3) nonprofit or ga ni za tion
and do na tions are used di rectly for main te nance and im prove ments in the pre serve. We re ceive no fi -
nan cial as sis tance from DeKalb County and de pend on our neigh bors, lo cal busi nesses, and grants for
our fund ing. Please mail this ap pli ca tion with your do na tion to:

Clyde Shepherd Na ture Pre serve
c/o South Peachtree Creek Na ture Pre serve, Inc.
P.O. Box 33247
Decatur, GA 30033

Name _________________________________________________
Ad dress ________________________________________________
E-mail _________________________ Phone ___________________
Con tri bu tion:  $100 ____ $50 ____ $10 ___ Other____________________

Would you be in ter ested in vol un teer ing for work days and spe cial events? Yes__ No__
Would you like to re ceive the news let ter only in your email box? Yes __ No __
10/08


